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e ﬁ& A vow / precept / ordination

Eeix "Vow" means (to pledge) to engage in virtue for as long as one is alive.

VQ v
T ém ANN discipline (shila) , ethical conduct, moral law
D5 Twip ethical discipline (one of the six paramitas)
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1 day precepts,
kept till the end of the day, householder's particular pratimoksha vow
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1. Analogy. It is not proper to invite a great monarch to reside in a place where there is dung,
dirt, or uncleanliness. That place should be well cleaned and decorated with many ornaments.
So likewise, one cannot invite the king of bodhicitta to reside where the body, speech, and
mind are not bound from the nonvirtues and are stained with the dirt of negative karma.
Rather, bodhicitta should be invited to abide where the body, speech, and mind are free of

the dirt of defilement and are fully adorned with the ornament of the moral ethics of

abandonment.
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This discipline is necessary to cultivte bodhicitta, but is optional for its maintenance. For

example, even though it is necesary to have the discipline of meditative concentration in
order to form the foundation for achievement of unafflicted vows, it is optional as a
foundation for their maintenance.
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There is no need to have a separate ceremony to receive the bodhisattva's pratimoksa vow.
This is because previously you took the Hearer's training vow. If you later cultivate the
special attitude, this transforms into the bodhisattva's vow. Even if you release the inferior
mind [Hearer's attitude], you have not given up the abandoned mind [the training].
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